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angels or other spirits unembodied ; on the contrary,
where the correspondence has a general tendency to
mischief, to encourage crime, to the hurt of mankind
in general, to discourage virtue and religion., to in-
sult Heaven, and in a word, where the tenor and
bent of the illumination is to do evil, or to direct to
the doing it, there we may, without injury to per-
sons, or to the Devil himself, say it is from him, or
by his agency, and that he (the Devil) is principally
concerned in it; for we know it is his nature and
particular property to be propagating evil, and that
he is apparently known to hate mankind, and abhor,
envy, and malign the holy nature of the eternal
Being.

It may be a very just distinction between the
blessed eternal Being, and the cursed, exiled, con-
demned species of evil angels; in a word, between
God and the Devil, to say of them thus:

God is the perfection of good.

The Devil is the extreme of corruption.

God the perfection of purity and holiness.

The Devil a composition of the utmost impurity.

From these two contraries derive all the execu-
tive power of good and evil; the Devil can no more
be the genuine parent of good actions, than an evil
tree can bring forth good fruit; than darkness,
which is a privation of the glorious light, can be a
consequence or production of it.

God can no more be the author of evil, than he
can annihilate himself, and cease to be; and he can-
not cease to be, because he that exists from eternity
is eternal, and exists necessarily, as well as from
himself.

If then the intelligence given, or the illumina-
tions received by the art which these men pretend
to, is found to have these essential qualifications of
goodness; viz., beneficent to mankind, directing
men to the preserving virtue, honour, property and

S. M.                                                                    T